
COMMUNICATIVE DOMAIN 

I. Assessment of Communicative Language Competences. Reading Comprehension - 30 

points.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the text and complete the tasks that follow.      

 

A NEW “ZERO-CARBON” CITY PROJECT 

 

A desert is not the first location that comes to mind when you think of an eco-friendly 

city. The desert sands of Abu Dhabi, part of the United Arab Emirates, seem an unbelievable 

place to build a sustainable city. Despite the fact that it is one of the largest oil producers in the 

world, a new eco-city is being built there. It will exist without having negative effects on the 

surroundings. 

Masdar City project will cost $22 billion to build and will use many different forms of 

energy, including solar and wind. The first part of this project is the construction of one of the 

largest solar energy factories in the world. This plant will produce most of the energy for the 

whole area. When the city is finished, it will be the home to more than 50,000 people.  

Masdar City will not damage the environment. First, there will be no cars running within 

the city’s walls. It will be surrounded by walls to prevent noise and dust from entering. The 

city is going to be a community where people can live, work and play in an eco-sound 

environment.  Second, recycling is a top priority to the development of the city. Even in the 

construction process, recycled materials will be used. What is more, water will be recycled and 

used again and again; for example, in the irrigation of crops.  

Many people and companies from different countries are interested in the project. The 

prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology has opened a branch of its college in the 

city, the Masdar Institute of Science and Technology. It recruits the best students from around 

the world to do research in the area of alternative energy. Moreover, companies, such as 

General Electric in the USA and SunTech, a Chinese solar panel manufacturer, have joined to 

make Masdar a reality. This has turned into a truly global project. 

Masdar City has become a pioneer in creating a green community. Initiated in 2008, this 

project was planned to grow new technologies and reduce the environmental impact of human 

activity. Its realisation would send a big signal to other nations. It might become an influential 

model for other cities that are ready to take action against environmental challenges. Even if 

the city is still under construction, it has already gained international attention due to its 

ecological approach. Masdar City is expected to be built until 2030.  It will work as an ideal 

place to develop different businesses. As a result, living in Masdar City can be both practical 

and attractive. It will be the world’s first “zero-carbon” city, meaning the amount of CO2 

released into the air will be close to zero. 

 

 



 

No Items Score  

I. Circle the letter corresponding to the correct variant to complete the statements. 

 

4 points  

  

1. According to the text, people do not consider a desert to be a place for… . 

a. a prestigious city. 

b. a green location. 

c. a noisy city. 

 

2. According to the text, when the construction of Masdar City …, it will be the home 

to more than 50.000 residents. 

a. is improved; 

b. is announced; 

c. is completed. 

 

3. According to the text, the city will be walled to … . 

a. protect residents from noise and water. 

b. prevent noise and dust from entering. 

c. prevent light and sound from entering. 

 

4. According to the text, Masdar City might become … for other cities. 

a. a powerful example; 

b. a useless project;  

c. a popular environment. 
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II. In the text, identify the meaning of the words. Circle the letter corresponding to 

the correct variant. 

2 points  

 1. The word ‘global’ in the text means: 

a. worldwide; 

b. ordinary; 

c. attractive. 

 

2. The word ‘development’ in the text is closest in meaning to: 

a. management; 

b. direction; 

c. progress. 
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III. Briefly answer the questions below, choosing the information from the text. 4points  

  

1. How much will Masdar City project cost? 

_____________________________________________________________________

2. What is a top priority to the improvement of the city? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. What companies are involved in Masdar City project? 

_____________________________________________________________________

4. When is the city expected to be built? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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IV. Match the halves of the sentences. Write the answers in the table below. One is 

extra. 
4 points  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Abu Dhabi is known as a    a. will do research in alternative energy. 

2. Masdar City will become an  b. both practical and attractive. 

3. The project was planned to decrease c. environmentally friendly community. 

4. Bright students of the world  d. gigantic oil producer. 

       e. people’s influence on natural  

           surroundings. 
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A 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

A 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

V. Identify if the statements are true or false. Circle the letter corresponding to the 

correct variant. Justify the answer by quoting the text and write it on the lines 

below. 

6 points  

  

1. A new solar energy factory will generate most of the energy for the whole world. 

a. True                                               b. False 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Recycled water will be used to irrigate plants. 

a. True                                               b. False 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. The city will give people great opportunities for business growth. 

a. True                                               b. False 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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VI. Write the most important ideas in order they come in the text. Fill in the table 

with the letter corresponding to the correct variant (A, B, …).    

8 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Masdar City project is an inspiring model of a green city. 

B. The priorities of Masdar project are recycling and producing eco-energy. 

C. Abu Dhabi is an incredible location for building an eco-friendly city. 

D. Scientific research institutions and energy companies work for the city project. 

1 2 3 4 

… … … … 
 

A 

0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

 

 

A 

0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

VII. What is the main idea of the text? Circle the letter corresponding to the correct 

variant.  

2 points  

 A. The Masdar Institute of Science and Technology plays an important role in energy 

research. 

B. Masdar City project is focused mainly on the production of solar energy. 

C. Masdar City is a model for sustainable urban development and an essential step 

towards creating eco-friendly cities. 
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     II.     Assessment of Communicative Language Competences.  

   Written Production – 40 points. 

        Write a 180-200-word text according to the given task. 

No Item Score 

I. Some films are designed to make people think, while other films are designed to 

entertain people. Discuss both types and give your opinion.  

 

When writing your essay, consider the following: 

 

 Write about the role of films in people’s lives. 

 Explain the influence of different types of films on people’s minds/behaviour. 

 Provide two examples to support the ideas you present in your essay. 

 Express your personal opinion on this issue.  

 Justify your point of view. 

  

Follow the structure of an essay: introduction, body, conclusion.  

40 

points 
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CULTURAL DOMAIN 

III. Assessment of Pluri/Intercultural and Communicative Language Competences. Written 

      Production - 30 points. 

      Write a 90-100-word text according to the given task. 

No Item Score 

I.  Your school newspaper / magazine has asked you to write an article about a 

famous person from the past of the English-speaking world.   

 

Consider the following:  

 Name the famous person and the country he / she was from.  

 Describe his / her activities.  

 Explain his / her contribution to the development of the country / world. 

 Write what you think about this personality. 

 Justify your choice.  

Follow the structure of an article: title, introduction, body, conclusion. 

30 

points 
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